
 The Central Oregon Shootout, one of the top team 
events in the Pacific Northwest for amateurs, is set 
for April 22-24 at Aspen Lakes (right), Black Butte 
Ranch and Eagle Crest Resort. The event calls for 
two-player teams with a different format every day. 
See www.aspenlakes.com for more information.

Central Oregon Shootout:
Top NW amateur tourney
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Rules Quiz

Pacific Amateur set for
20th annual tournament

green Mountain golf
Course shuts down
 Another one bites the dust. Green Mountain 
Golf Course just outside of Vancouver, Wash.   
in Camas, has been shut down and will make 
way for, get ready for it, another housing devel-
opment.
 The course, which is just over 15 years old, 
had its lease run out in October 2014 yet still 
remained in play until the doors were finally shut 
for good in February. It marks another Pacific 
Northwest golf course that has been shuttered, 
making way for development.
 A large-scale housing development is being 
planned for the property the golf course once 
stood in Southwest Washington.

 A player addresses the ball by grounding 
their club directly in front of or behind the 
ball.  The ball moves. The player incurs a 
one stroke penalty. True or False? See the 
answer on Page 2.

 The 2016 Lithia Pacific Amateur Golf Classic 
in Central Oregon is celebrating this year with 
its 20th annual tournament.
 The Pacific Amateur is one of the largest 
amateur events in the country and this year is 
set for Sept. 17-22 at a collection of Central 
Oregon’s top golf courses.
 The tournament features a three-day, net 
stroke-play tournament at courses like Aspen 
Lakes, Eagle Crest, Black Butte and Sunriver. 
There are a variety of flights for men, women 
and seniors. There is even a gross division for 
players without handicaps or low handicappers 
who just want to play straight up.
 Entry fee is $530 and includes three rounds 
of tournament golf on three different courses, a 
Pac Am gift bag valued at more than $200, demo 
day, lunch and cart all days of the tournament 
and if you are among the top finishers in your 
flight you qualify to play for the championship at 
Sunriver’s Crosswater against other flight final-
ists. Sunriver is also offering a deal for lodging 
and entry fees as well this year.
 For info see www.pacamgolf.com.

Tickets on sale for lPgA
major at Sahalee in June
 The LPGA will be making a return to the 
Puget Sound area June 7-12 with the KPMG 
Women’s PGA Championship at Sahalee Coun-
try Club in Sammamish, Wash. and tickets are 
available for the tournaments.
 Ticket prices range from $10 for practice 
round tickets to $75 for a six-day weeklong pass 
to the event.
 The tournament will bring together the top 
players on the LPGA Tour and marks the return 
of the LPGA to the Puget Sound area since the 
Safeco Classic went away years ago. 
 Major championships are nothing new to 
Sahalee which has hosted the PGA Champion-
ship and U.S. Senior Open.

Wickenburg Ranch:
A golfing jewel in 
the Arizona desert
 There is a new course on the Ari-
zona must-play list: Wickenburg Ranch 
in Wickenburg. This is a treat in the 
Arizona desert and one look tells you 
why the course was ranked among the 
top new courses for 2015. For more on 
Wickenburg Ranch, see inside.

NW golf guide: Inside golf looks at 2016

 The 2016 golf season is here in the 
Pacific Northwest and Inside Golf has 
you covered with our annual Northwest 
Golf Guide. This special pullout sec-
tion which is part of the March 2016 
issue, covers everything about golf in 
the Pacific Northwest from courses 
like Palouse Ridge in Pullman (top) to 
resorts like Wildhorse in Pendleton, 
Ore. There are lists of tournaments, 
the toughest NW courses, RV friendly 
courses and more. Please see our 
special pullout section this month called 
the Northwest Golf Guide.

 The Pacific Northwest Golf Association 
(PNGA) will introduce several beneficial 
changes to the PNGA Championship schedule 
for the 2016 season. 
  First, the PNGA Junior Boys Amateur and the 
PNGA Junior Girls' Amateur will now be con-
ducted concurrently at the same site. Second, the 
field size of the PNGA Senior Men's and Super 
Senior Men's Amateur championships will be 
reduced from 192 to 156. Third, the PNGA will 
introduce a Men's and Women's Super Senior 
Team Championship. Finally, hosted exemptions 
will be given to the defending champion and the 
current champion of the equivalent champion-
ship at each of the associations that make up the 
PNGA (WSGA, IGA, OGA, BC Golf).
   • The change to the PNGA Junior Boys' Ama-
teur and Junior Girls' Amateur will result in the 
championships being held concurrently at the 
same site. This change brings several benefits, 
including 36 holes of stroke-play qualifying for 
the girls.
 • Another slight change occurs in the PNGA 
Senior and Super Senior Men's Amateur cham-
pionships. The traditional field size of 192 will 
now be reduced to 156. The Senior Amateur will 
consist of 72 players, the Super Senior Amateur 
will be 36 players, and the Open Division, which 
includes net competition and a team four-ball 
format, will be made up of 48 players.
 • The PNGA Men's and Women's Senior 
Team championships are entering their 34th year 
and will now have a Men's and Women's Super 
Senior Team Championship added alongside. To 
be eligible for the Super Senior Championships, 
players must be at least 65 years of age, compared 
to just 50 years old for the Senior championships.

PNgA introduces
changes to major
championships
for 2016 season

NW golfer lee wins
Symetra Tour event
 Erynne Lee, who is from Silverdale, Wash. 
and played at UCLA, won the season opening 
LPGA Symetra Tour event with an 11 under par 
total to claim the title of the IOA Championship 
in Beaumont, Calif.
 Lee won the tournament by one shot, shooting 
a 65 in the final round. She collected a first-place 
check of $15,000 for the championship.



Rules Answer 
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 Answer:   A change for the 2016 ver-
sion of the Rules of Golf eliminated Rule 
18-2b.  As such whether or not the player 
is penalized for the movement of the ball is 
based soley on whether or not the player 
caused the ball to move. That determination 
is made based on all of the available facts.

 Inside Golf Newspaper would like to thank 
Paul Lucien for his rules insights.

New Highline College women’s golf coach
hopes to have team heading in right way
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 A few issues ago, I wrote about another 
adventure I was taking on in the golf world: Be-
coming the new women’s golf coach at Highline 
College in Burien - a suburb south of Seattle.
 The college had never had a golf team of any 
kind before.  Highline had basketball, softball, 
soccer, wrestling and volleyball. But no golf. That 
changed last summer when Athletic Director 
John Dunn decided against his better wisdom 
to entrust the inaugural season for women’s golf 
at Highline with me.
 Before you laugh and wonder what the heck 
does someone who writes a golf publication 
know about coaching golf, consider this: Noth-
ing. I had coached my daughter Rebecca in 
various sports, including golf, but nothing on the 
level of a college golf coach.
 But even with getting a late start into the 
game, we have things rolling along at Highline 
for women’s golf.
 With no time to recruit for this season, I ended 
up with two players - one through the women’s 
basketball program and the other through Marti 
O’Neill at Riverbend. Jasmine Hansgen came to 
Highline from Utah to play basketball. Little did 
she know that she would be part of the first-ever 
golf program at the same time. Megan Martin 
played at Kennedy and happened to work with 
O’Neill at Riverbend on her game and was at-
tending Highline. She didn’t know there was 
a golf team when she signed up for classes. 
Megan became the second player.
 Two players, two fall tournaments and the 
program was on its way.
 Another accidental meeting brought our third 
player into the fold. Hailey Johnson was getting 
ready to sign up for winter classes at Highline 
and was walking around campus with an Auburn 
Riverside Golf sweatshirt on. Academic adviser 
Damien Crump saw Hailey and her sweatshirt 
and asked if she knew about the new golf pro-
gram. She didn’t. She sent me a note, we met 

at the driving range and presto, we had our third 
player.
 The one thing I knew I would be good at, and 
for those who know me it’s a no brainer, is the 
recruiting deal. I knew it would be fun to talk with 
potential players, sell them on the new program 
and get them to play golf at Highline College. 
 And what do you know, our first recruit Aimee 
Chomngarm from Kentridge High School signed 
to play next year marking yet another milestone 
for the Highline women’s golf team.
 Assistant coach Nate Smith, who doubles as 
an assistant at our home course of Twin Lakes in 
Federal Way, helps keep it all together as well, 
when things get crazy, when it comes to sched-
uling and recruiting. In fact we are hosting our 
first tournament this spring April 10-11 at Twin 
Lakes, hosting all of the other schools from the 
NWAC Conference for a two-day shindig that 
we will break out all the bells and whistles.
 I remember when I was young and my dad 
was a high school golf coach at West Linn High 
School in the Portland area. That got me into 
golf for starters, but I thought it was cool that 
someone could be a golf coach and gets paid to 
coach a fun game and then play in the matches 
after the kids teed off. This coaching gig is great. 
The good thing is the ladies know how to swing a 
golf club and play, so there is not a lot of instruc-

tion, unless they need it. And I don’t think they 
will need it from me, the master of the over the 
top swing with most shots heading right. 
 The spring season for the team starts this 
month with a three-day tournament in the Tri 
Cities. This means we will take a SUV, head 
over the mountains and play a practice round 
and three tournament rounds. We have a team 
mother to go with us in my wife Debbie Murphy 
and now we have three players, which is huge 
because that is the number you need to make 
up a team score.
 Other spring tournaments will take us to Walla 
Walla, Yakima, Bremerton, Chehalis and, of 
course, our home course Twin Lakes in Federal 
Way. Six tournaments total.
 So far, so good. Highline College women’s 
golf is off and running. But we will see if it re-
mains in capable hands as the season winds on 
for the Thunderbirds.

 If you are in need of some terrific competition 
check out these events this year:
 • the Central oregon shootout is set 
for April 22-24 at Aspen Lakes, Black Butte 
Ranch and Eagle Crest Resort. This two-player 
tournament features three different formats on 
three different courses.
 • the myrtle Beach World Amateur 
is set for Aug. 29-Sept. 1 at some of the best 
courses Myrtle Beach has to offer. It is a four-
round tournament with the winners from each 
flight playing for the championship.
 • the 20th annual Lithia Pacific Ama-
teur golf Classic will be played Sept. 19-22 
at some of Central Oregon’s top tracks. The top 
finishers from each flight will meet at Sunriver’s 
award-winning Crosswater for the tournament 
championship.

 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf Newspaper. 
He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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 Linden Golf and Country Club and the Nix 
family have entered into a new lease agreement 
that extends the lease to 2045. This lease exten-
sion will allow for the preservation of the golf 
course for another 30 years. The golf course was 
constructed in 1924 on land that was originally 
homesteaded by the Nix family. Linden Golf 
and Country Club would like to thank the Nix 
family for the new lease and their commitment to 
maintaining this unique active open space within 
the Puyallup community.
 Linden Golf and Country Club is a non-profit 
private course limited to 300 members. Linden is 
a 6,172 yard, 9-hole course with separate tees for 
the front and back 9 utilizing the same greens. 
 This agreement will allow the 108 plus acre 
site to remain an open space versus being de-
veloped under the current zoning that allows for 

New deal will keep Linden in the golf business;
Tacoma Golf Association sets its 2016 schedule

20 apartment units per acre. This, when coupled 
with the City of Puyallup’s recent purchase of 
the 20 plus acre Van Lierop property, provides 
the community with significant additional active 
open space.
 The lease agreement is also encouraging news 
for the golf industry which on both a national and 
local level has been challenged by the loss of so 
many courses to development.

Tacoma Golf Association sets schedule
 The TGA has announced its special event 
tournament dates for 2016.  The events include 
the Tacoma City Amateur which is the longest 
running purely amateur event in the area.  The 
calendar for the upcoming year includes the fol-
lowing:

 • June 20-21: TGA Junior City Amateur   Al-
lenmore Golf Course.
 • July 7-8:TGA C. W. Taylor Senior and Su-
per Senior City Championship   Allenmore first 
round and Meadow Park Golf Course finals. 
 • Aug. 12-14:  TGA City Amateur  Capitol 
City first round, The Classic second round and 
Fircrest G&CC finals.
 • Sept. 11: TGA Father Son/Daughter  The 
Classic.
 • Sept. 18: Champion of Champions  The 
Classic.
 In addition the TGA has completed the 
schedule of sweeps events which are open to any 
member  of a TGA member course.  
 For any information on any of these events 
contact with the TGA can be made at www.
tgagolf.org. 
 

PSgA 2016 Schedule 
Includes Private clubs

Puget Sound Golf Association’s 2016 schedule 
includes Chambers Bay, Gamble Sands, Salish 
Cliffs, TPC, Canterwood, Desert Canyon, Bear 
Creek & other excellent Country clubs to sample 
this  upcoming season. 

Friends/Business associates welcome. 
No membership required.

An optional tournament is held at each event for 
players w/a current WSGA Handicap card. 

PSGA outings enable golfers to play quality 
courses in Washington, Arizona & Hawaii each 
year.

You may review the 2016 PSGA golf schedule at  
nationalgolftours.com - PSGA link.

For event sign up, send email to: 
psgagolfer@yahoo.com – or call 

PSGA office at (206) 226.5332



Superintendents, Junior Golf, Golf Course Owners 
& Club Manager’s Association). It’s a win-win! You 
save, support the game and get to play more while 
exploring & visiting new courses in Oregon & SW 
Washington.
 The Passport costs $129 or if you are not a member 
it will be $179 and that includes the Passport and an 
OGA membership.
 For information see www.oga.org.

Drive, Chip & Putt qualifying
 The Masters Tournament Foundation, PGA of 
America and United States Golf Association have 
partnered to create the Drive, Chip & Putt Champi-
onship, a free, nationwide junior skills competition 
for girls and boys ages 7-15, competing in separate 
divisions in four age categories. Participants in the 
competition will advance through local, sub-regional 
and regional qualifiers conducted throughout the U.S., 
all competing for a spot in the championship final to 
be held each year at Augusta National Golf Club the 
day before the Masters Tournament. 
 Visit the web site www.DriveChipandPutt.com for 
more information about the event.

Myrtle Beach World Amateur set
 If you are looking for some of the best amateur 
handicap competition around, then the Myrtle Beach 
World Amateur just might be what you are looking 
for.
 The tournament will take place Aug. 29-Sept. 2 
and feature a full week of tournament play for men 
and women of all handicaps. The tournament will be 
a 72-hole net stroke play event with players taking on 
a different course each day. The top players from each 
flight will meet for the tournament championship on 
the final day.
 There will be six divisions for men, senior men, 
mid-senior men, super senior men, women and a gross 
division.
 There were 3,340 players in last year’s tournament, 
which takes place on some of Myrtle Beach’s top golf 
courses. There will be tee prizes for all golfers plus 
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WSGA plans changes for 2016 major championships; 
Jorgensen Golf Tour set for 27th year of tournaments
 The Washington State Golf Association (WSGA) 
will make adjustments to the schedule of several of 
its championships for the upcoming 2016 season, 
and with format changes to the WSGA Women's 
Mid-Amateur, Senior Women's Amateur, Super Se-
nior Women's Amateur, and the Men's Mid-Amateur 
championships.
   Beginning in 2016, the WSGA Women's Mid-Am-
ateur will be held concurrently with the Washington 
State Women's, Senior Women's, and Super Senior 
Women's Championships.
   The Women's Amateur Championship will have 
a maximum field size of 48 players and will main-
tain its 54-hole format. The Women's Mid-Amateur 
Championship will have a maximum field size of 24 
players and the format will change from the traditional 
36-hole format to a 54-hole championship. The Senior 
and Super Senior Women's championships will each 
have maximum field sizes of 24 players as well, but 
will change to just 36-hole championships. 
 The Men's Mid-Amateur Championship, which in 
previous years had been held concurrently with the 
Women's Mid-Amateur, will now be held at a separate 
site and the field will be increased to 120 competitors, 
all while continuing with its two-day, 36-hole format. 
The 2016 Men's Mid-Amateur Championship will be 
held at Gamble Sands August 23-24.
 For info see www.thewsga.org. 

Jorgensen Golf Tour in 27th year
 The 2016 Jorgensen Golf Tour returns with a sched-
ule full of events and plenty of chances to make some 
prize money along the way. The tournament series is 
owned and operated by Julius and Diana Jorgensen.  
Julius has been a member of the PGA of America since 
1980.
 The Jorgensen Golf Tour is the largest series of its 
kind in the Pacific Northwest with over 60 tournaments 
a year. 
 The tour started in January with four events and 
continues throughout the year with plenty of events 
to take part in this spring, summer and fall. Members 
choose which events to participate in.
 The Jorgensen Golf Tour provides weekly tourna-

ment competition and has flights for players of differ-
ent abilities and handicaps, including a super seniors 
division for players over 60. Since 1995, the Jorgensen 
Golf Tour has generated over $2 million in green fees 
to Pacific Northwest courses in addition to providing 
terrific tournament competition and great payouts. 
The total purse distribution to amateur players has 
been over $2 million in Jorgensen Golf store credits 
located in Mukilteo, Washington.
 This year, the tour has a leading money winners 
race for the top six earners each quarter and for the 
year during the tournament season.
 The March schedule includes tournaments at 
Redmond Ridge, Bandon Dunes, Legion Memorial, 
Cedarcrest and the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge.  Other 
courses throughout the year include Salish Cliffs, 
Suncadia, Gamble Sands, Sunriver, White Horse and 
Chambers Bay and much more.
 For more information call 425.349.1347 or see 
www.jorgensengolf.com.

March Madness at Twin Lakes
 Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club in Federal Way 
has its own March Madness going on. Not only is Twin 
Lakes dropping its green fees to $30 through the month 
of March with its March Madness promotion, the club 
is also offering a new membership.
 The March Madness membership features an ini-
tiation that is waived and includes three free months 
of golf for April, May and June. There is a 2 year 
commitment with a four-month cancellation period. 
There is a total savings of $1,250 with the program.
 For tee times call 253.838.0345 or for information 
on the membership program call 253.838.0432.

ExploreOregonGolf Passport available
 The ExploreOregonGolf Passport continues to 
be the best value for golf savings in Oregon & SW 
Washington to play more, travel and play new courses. 
You’ll get access to more than 60 courses (some offer 
multiple or unlimited redemptions!) and feel good 
about supporting growth of the game through dona-
tions made to the Golf Alliance of Oregon (PGA, 

a nightly function for all players at the Myrtle Beach 
Convention Center. Cost is $575 and entries will close 
Aug. 7. For information call 800.833.8789 or see the 
web site www.myrtlebeachworldamateur.com.

Troon Card gives some great rates
 It’s always golf season somewhere, and with the 
new 2016 Troon Card, it’s never been easier to experi-
ence incredible golf at great rates in your hometown 
or around the world.
  Play a round with your 2016 Troon Card and take 
advantage of enhanced benefits at facilities like Troon 
North Golf Club in Arizona, PGA WEST in California, 
Aliante Golf Club in Nevada and more. Troon Cards 
offer preferred pricing at more than  100 participat-
ing Troon courses, “2-for-1” golf offers, a “Best Rate 
Guarantee,” replay rates from $25, and more.
  There are  many affordable card options with 
regional and state-specific cards that include “bonus 
states” and international locations. Now offering 30 
different card options. Troon Cards are on sale now 
at www.TroonCards.com.

KPMG Women’s PGA needs you
 Adult and junior volunteers are needed when the 
PGA Tour rolls into the Puget Sound area with the 
KPMG Women’s PGA Championship, set for June 
7-12 at Sahalee Country Club.
 The tournament is an annual major championship 
on the LPGA Tour and will feature all the top players 
from the tour.
 Volunteers are needed for  a variety of services for 
the tournament including admission sales and will call, 
contestant transportation, leader boards and walking 
scorers. Adult volunteers ages 22 and over will be 
required to work four shifts and contribute a minimum 
of 16 hours. Junior volunteers ages 14 to 21 will have 
to work three shifts and contribute a minimum of 12 
hours. Shifts will last between three and four hours.
 All volunteers receive a complete uniform and a 
credential with a volunteer fee of $130. For informa-
tion see KPMGWomensPGAChampionship.com/
volunteer.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties

did you know….
 • The score-posting season in the Northwest began 
again on March 1. The WSGA 
is one of 53 state or regional golf 
associations throughout the U.S. 
that are on a seasonal posting 
schedule. The posting season in 
the Pacific Northwest runs from 
March through November.

• Golf in Oregon is a big business! The Oregon Golf 
Association has a nearly $800,000 impact annually, 
while the golf industry as a 
whole has a $2 billion dollar 
economic impact. To find 
out more about the OGA & 
Oregon’s economic impact 
visit www.oga.org/impact - or 
plan to attend the Oregon Golf 
Day celebration May 14th at Colwood Golf Center in 
Portland for fun, food & golf activities!

Champions Tour has playoffs;
Boeing Classic set for August PgA Tour 

 • Ben Crane • Portland • 111th on the list with $238,779
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 166th on the list with $66,441
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 198th on the list with $32,805
 • Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No Events
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 38th on the list with $649,639
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • 203rd on the list with $21,352
 • Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  168th on the list with $65,600
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 124th on the list with $215,480
 • Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 120th on the list with $217,971
Web.com Tour 
 • Jason Allred • Ashland • No Events
 • Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 27th on the list with $14,375
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • No Events
 • Scott Harrington • Portland • 49th on the list with $6,499
 • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No Events
 • Cheng-Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 73rd on the list with $2,874
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • 13th on the list with $24,247
 • Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 15th on the list with $23,825
 • Andrew Yun • Tacoma • No Events
Champions Tour-
  • Fred Couples • Seattle • 5th on the list with $215,800
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 90th on the list with $1,995
 • Brian Henninger • Eugene • No Events
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 63rd on the list with $12,250
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 42nd on the list with $38,420
lPgA Tour 
 • SooBin Kim • Ex-UW • 75th on the list with $8,744
 • Sadena Parks • Tacoma • No Events
lPgA Symetra Tour
 • Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • No Events
 • Kelli Bowers • Chelan • No Events
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
 • Erynne Lee • Silverdale • $15,000
 • Renee Skidmore • Everett • No Events
 • Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events

Champions Tour has playoffs;
Boeing Classic set for August
 The PGA Tour’s Champions Tour announced 
the tournament schedule for the 2016 season, which 
includes the inaugural Charles Schwab Cup Playoffs, 
a three-tournament, season-ending competition to 
determine the Charles Schwab Cup Champion. The 
2016 schedule features 26 tournaments in 19 different 
states and three countries outside the United States 
with total prize money exceeding $55 million and an 
average purse of $2.1 million.
 The Champions Tour will make its annual trip to 
the Pacific Northwest with the Boeing Classic at the 
TPC Snoqualmie Ridge set for  Aug. 26-28, 2016. 
Billy Andrade won the 2015 Boeing Classic and will 
be back to defend his championship against players 
like Seattle’s Fred Couples, Portland’s Peter Jacobsen, 
Eugene’s Brian Henninger and Corvallis’ Bob Gilder.
 The Charles Schwab Cup Championship, the tra-
ditional season-ending event at Desert Mountain Club 
in Scottsdale, Ariz. on Nov. 7-13, will be the third and 
final Playoffs tournament. The Charles Schwab Cup 
winner will earn a $1 million bonus and the top five 
finishers will also receive bonus payouts.
 A new event, the American Family Insurance 
Championship, in Madison, Wis. on June 20-26, 
features a $2 million tournament to be played at 
University Ridge Golf Course. The tournament will 
be hosted by Steve Stricker, a Wisconsin native who 
will become eligible to compete on the Champions 
Tour in 2017.
 Champions Tour President Greg McLaughlin, 
2015 Charles Schwab Cup champion Bernhard 
Langer and Stricker, a 12-time PGA TOUR winner, 
made the announcements at that time were the new 
Charles Schwab Cup trophy, as well as new logos for 

OBee Jr. Tumwater 
Open set for April
 Tumwater Valley Golf Course in Tum-
water, Wash. will host the inaugural OBee 
Junior Open Sunday,  April 24.
 The event is open to boys and girls with a 
variety of age divisions including 8-11, 12-14 
and 15-18. And there are a variety of events 
to choose - from the 18-hole tournament, 
to the 9-hole tournament to a 3-hole event. 
Entry fees are $60 for the 18 holes, $40 for 
the nine holes and $20 for the three holes.
 Registration into the tournament includes 
a sleeve of Titleist TruSoft golf balls and a 
tee prize. Registration deadline is April 10.
 The top three male and female finishers 
in each division will win awards.
 OBee Credit Union, The First Tee of 
South Puget Sound, Titleist and Ben Hogan 
are all sponsors. 
 Call 360.943.9500 for more info.

both the Champions Tour and the Charles Schwab 
Cup, and additional details on the format of the 
Charles Schwab Cup Playoffs.
 The second Playoffs event, the Dominion Charity 
Classic, will feature the top 54 players who advanced 
from the PowerShares QQQ Championship. The 
Charles Schwab Cup Championship will feature the 
leading 36 players.
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Wickenburg Ranch, in Wickenburg, Arizona offers some tremendous views. The course was ranked among the top 10 new courses to open in 2015.

Destination:
Wickenburg Ranch
Award-winning Arizona course definitely worth the trip

 There is a new destination when it comes to 
making that golf trip to the Arizona desert. It 
might be a little outside of downtown Phoenix, 
but this is a place that is worth the extra miles 
and time in the car.
 Welcome to Wickenburg Ranch, located in 
Wickenburg, Arizona. A golf course that is truly 
Arizona. It is carved out of the desert landscape 
and has proven so popular since opening last 
year, that tee times are sometimes tough to get.
 In fact, Wickenburg Ranch was such a hit 
when it opened that Golf Digest ranked it among 
the Top 10 Best New Courses of 2015. The course 
has been open for a little over a year and sold out 
tee times for 100 days in a row when it opened 
on Feb. 7, 2015.
 Wickenburg Ranch is located an hour and 15 
Northwest of downtown Phoenix in the historic 
town of Wickenburg. A Trilogy resort community 
will soon be a full-time part of the ranch.
 This is a project that has been seven years in 
the making- and the finished result has been time 
well spent crafting this gem. The course plays to 
over, 7,000 yards from the tips and every hole has 
its own name, starting with the first hole called 
“Giddy Up.” They all have a western theme 
including “Double Down” on 17 and the 18th 
which is called ‘Last Chance.”
 And then there is “Big Water,” the 13th hole 
which is a 246-yard over, you guessed it, big 
water. There are six par-3 holes, five par-5 holes 
and seven par-4 holes, giving the course a col-
lection of terrific holes. 
 The unique thing that Wickenburg Ranch has 

that other Arizona courses don’t is Bentgrass 
greens, proving smooth, fast surfaces year-round 
for golfers.
 Before or after the round, Jake’s Spoon Res-
taurant is a great place to hang out. The restaurant 
is named after the cool cowboy in western novels.
 Green fee are $115 and that includes Travis 
Mathew apparel or $95 for just the golf.
 It’s worth the trip, the price and your time. 
For info, see www.wickenburgramch.com.
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The Lesson Tee: A good pitching game 
can mean strokes saved around greens
 Alright golfers, it's time to dust off those 
golf clubs and head out and attack those 
dreams of greatness for 2016. As we search 
for the perfect golf swing, we know we will 
always miss some greens. Ouch! So, for most 
of my career I’ve gone to pitch and chip before 
I ever go hit full shots.  It is easy to strike full 
shots for hours, but we save shots around 
and on the green.  
 I have always said, it is easier to get it up 
and down than make up for that wasted save 
if we don't hit a good pitch shot.  The best 
scorers in golf see high value in pitching well.  
That is why they spent quality time practicing 
pitching.
 I believe if my readers would keep track of 
greens hit in regulation, up and down %, 3 putt 
greens, putts per round, % putts made from 
3-5 feet, tee shots in play and penalty strokes 
per round, they would see how many shots 
could be saved by identifying some simple 
fixes.
 So, let us touch on pitching.
 Making pitching simple would be a won-
derful step in enjoying golf.  I see too many 
golfers creating too many angles with wrist 
hinge and too much folding of the right elbow.  
Those angles are not necessary on a simple 
pitch.  It would serve most golfer better if they 
felt like they had casts or carpet tubes on their 
arms. Photo's 1 and 2.  
 These carpet tubes would decrease the 
extreme folding and hinging of the wrists and 
elbow's.  The angles created make it difficult 
for the average golfer to succeed consistently.  
So, step one, less hinge, straight arms.
 Step two, weight left, lean left.  It is impor-
tant to start left (65% of weight on left hip) 
stay left, finish left. Feel like your chest and 

nose are on top of the ball.
 Step three, triangle back, triangle through.  
Your chest and two arms form a triangle. 
Keep that triangle moving together back and 
through.  My image is the chest is the hub 
of the wagon wheel and the arms are the 
spokes, keep it all moving together.
 Step four, hit the ground.  Hit the roots of 
the grass. Not just the blades of the grass.
 Summary. 
 1) Straight arms, less hinge (carpet 
tubes);   
 2) Lean left; 
 3) Triangle back triangle through; 
 4) Hit the ground
 P.S.  Consider using a 56 degree wedge 
for most of your shots.  Move it back for a  
low runner.  Middle of stance for a stock shot.  
Slightly forward and open the face for a higher 
shot.  Just keep the same four principles for 
each trajectory.  Keep it simple.  Please.

 Jeff Coston is a member of the Pacific North-
west PGA Hall of Fame.  He is a former PGA Tour/
Champions Tour Player.  Jeff can be reached for 
appointment by calling Semiahmoo at 360 201-
4590.  See jeffcoston.com
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Rules of the Game: Make sure you use the
rules to your advantage - just like Phil did

 

 At this year’s PGA Tour Farmers Insurance 
Open at Torrey Pines GC in the San Diego area, 
Phil Mickelson’s play in round two once again 
brought to mind the question, “What will Phil 
do next?”  While he went on to miss the cut in 
this event, his play on #18 of the North Course 
provided us with an interesting and instructive 
rules situation.  Thanks, Phil.  If you didn’t see 
it during the tournament broadcast, you should 
watch a video of it.  It’s fun to watch.
 Phil’s second shot on the par-5 #18 went left 
into OB territory, bounced around for a while, 
and finally came to rest under a wrought iron 
boundary fence on the left side of the hole.  
This situation and Phil’s subsequent play raised 
several rules questions.
 Was Phil’s ball OB?  No, it wasn’t.  A small 
portion of Phil’s ball was in bounds, and per 
the Definition of Out of Bounds (shown in the 
exhibit, that accompanies this article), that’s 
all it took for his ball to be in bounds.  So, Phil 
could play it.
 Could Phil take free relief from the wrought 
iron boundary fence under Rule 24-2 Immov-
able Obstructions?  No, he couldn’t.  Why 
not?  Because the Definition of Out of Bounds 

states that boundary fences are fixed and not 
obstructions.  However, he could have taken 
penalty relief under Rule 28 Ball Unplayable.  
Most players probably would have done that.  
But not Phil.
 Could Phil stand OB to play his next stroke?  
Yes, he could, and he did.  The Definition of Out 
of Bounds explicitly allows this.
 Could Phil strike the ball with the toe (not 
the face) of his club?  Yes, he could, and he 
did.  Rule 14-1a states that “the ball must be 
fairly struck at with the head of the club …”, 

and Decision 14-1a/1 goes on to say that “a 
player may play a stroke with any part of the 
clubhead, provided the ball is fairly struck at 
…”, which Phil did.
 This is a good example of a player using his 
knowledge of the Rules to guide his play in an 
unusual situation.
 Readers should note that the answers to 
three out of the four questions above came 
from a Definition, not from one of the 34 Rules.  
If you want to know the Rules, you have to know 
the Definitions.

Out of Bounds
Definition

 “Out of Bounds” is beyond the boundaries of the course or any part of the course so 
marked by the Committee.
 When out of bounds is defined by reference to stakes or a fence or as being beyond stakes 
or a fence, the out of bounds line is determined by the nearest inside points at ground level of 
the stakes or fence posts (excluding angled supports). When both stakes and lines are used 
to indicate out of bounds, the stakes identify out of 
bounds and the lines define out of bounds. When 
out of bounds is defined by a line on the ground, 
the line itself is out of bounds. The out of bounds 
line extends vertically upwards and downwards. 
 A ball is out of bounds when all of it lies out of 
bounds. A player may stand out of bounds to play 
a ball lying within bounds. 
 Objects defining out of bounds such as walls, 
fences, stakes and railings are not obstructions and 
are deemed to be fixed. Stakes identifying out of 
bounds are not obstructions and are deemed to be 
fixed.
 Note 1: Stakes or lines used to define out of 
bounds should be white. 
 Note 2: A Committee may make a Local Rule 
declaring stakes identifying but not defining out of 
bounds to be obstructions.
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 With spring right around the corner, golfers 
everywhere anticipate the official start of the golf 
season with unbridled enthusiasm. Given the long 
winter hibernation period, there is no better way to 
get back to being active than using a push cart to 
walk 18 holes. Burning over 2,000 calories may 
sound like hard work, but Big Max carts feature 
ergonomically designed components to make the 
walk as comfortable as possible.  
 Such details include adjustable handles and 
easy to reach break mechanisms, not to mention 
the sturdy yet light-weight design of each cart. 
For tricky terrain, the Z360 cart with a 360 degree 
rotating front wheel makes maneuvering across hills 
both easy and safe. 
 The benefits of using a push cart do not end with 
the large calorie burn however. Sparing your body 
from unnecessary knee, back and joint pain often 
caused by carrying a heavy bag, Big Max offers 

New push cart from Big Max gives
another reason to walk the fairways

easy to attached storage nets, cooler bags and clever 
consoles to stow everything that you need for the 
round, without adding weight to your bag. 
 Golfers who want to stay active by using a push 
cart will also appreciate the easy way in which Big 
Max push carts fold to fit neatly in the trunk of a 
car, in the garage or in a clubroom locker. Yes, you 
read that right, we said locker: The Blade+ model 
folds into a profile that’s less than five inches wide, 
weighing less than 15 pounds.
 With a strong commitment to help promote the 
health benefits of playing golf, Big Max has quickly 
become a household name among golfers who have 
discovered the innovative push carts and accessories 
offered by the #1 European push cart manufacturer. 
With a strong showing at the recently held PGA 
Merchandise Show, the brand is poised for continued 
growth along the path of active, healthy walking 
habits on the golf course. 

New junior golf tour gives players
chance for more Northwest events

Pacific Junior Golf Tour
 • March 5-6: Canterwood Challenge at Canter-
wood CC, Gig Harbor, Wash.
 • April 16-17: USGA Junior Qualifier Prep 
Event, Classic Golf Club, Spanaway, Wash.
 • April 30, May 1: Tumwater Junior Open, 
Tumwater Valley, Tumwater, Wash.
 • May 21-22: PNW Junior PGA Prep Event, 
The Home Course, DuPont, Wash.
 • July 2-3: The Firecracker 36, Coyote Creek, 
Redmond
 • Aug, 13-14: Studio Home Junior Open, Tum-
water Valley, Tumwater, Wash.
 • Aug, 27-28: Palouse Ridge Tournament, Pull-
man, Wash.
 • Sept. 10-11: End of Summer Slam, The Home 
Course, DuPont, Wash.
 • Sept. 24-25: Bremerton Open, Gold Mountain 
Olympic Bremerton, Wash.
 Oct. 8-9: Fall Classic, Canterwood CC.
 

 There is a new way for junior golfers from the 
Pacific Northwest to get some tournament experi-
ence in 2016 - the Pacific Junior Golf Tour. 
 There are a total of nine events set for the 
schedule for 2016, including an event at Palouse 
Ridge in August.
 Cost for the tour is $50 and comes with a $25 
gift certificate to be used toward any tournament 
entry plus a tour Ogio backpack, member bag tag 
and complimentary range balls at all events.
 The Pacific Junior Golf Tour is also putting 
on a mini tour for golfers not quite ready for the 
two-day tournaments. The mini tour is a $25 
entry for golfers K-8 grade.
 The Pacific Junior Golf Tour also will be hold-
ing a Pacific Cup, which will crown champions 
in both boys and girls divisions at the end of the 
season. For info see www.pjrgt.com.  



InsideGolfNewspaper.com

•  In tHe neWs •             •  Inside Golf - March Issue 2016  •• Page 14 • 

Play Hickory Golf
APNational Hickory Players 2016 Tournament Schedule 

New players welcome 

Open to any and all participants! 
Loaner hickories available! 

Learn more: APNationalHickoryPlayers.com

March 4th - 6th – Seattle Golf Show Hickory Golf Booth - presented by APNational hickory players 
March-13th Sunday, Highlands Hickory Match Play “Mojean Cup” (Limit 36 players) 
March 26th Saturday, Seattle Old Sticks Hickory Classic Fairwood Country Club 
April 3rd Sunday, Hickory Masters Riverside Golf Course  
April 16th Saturday, Riverbend Hickory Demo Day - presented by APNational hickory players 
April 17th Sunday, Hickory Invitational (Members Only) PGA 1916 Centennial Celebration (Details TBA) 
May 1st NATIONAL HICKORY GOLF DAY 
May 1st Sunday, 4th Annual Vintage Hickory Invitational *MAjOR*- Meadow Park Golf Course
May 28th - 29th Bandon Dunes Hickory Championship (Details TBA) 
june 5th Sunday, “59 Hickory” Olympia Country & Golf Club est. 1926 
july 31st Sunday, Madrona Links Hickory Open – Madrona Links G.C. 
August- 2nd Annual Riverbend 2 Man Hickory Best Ball Championship - Riverbend Golf Course  
August Washington State Hickory Match Play Championship (Details TBA) 
September 9th - 10th Washington State Hickory Open *MAjOR* - The Home Course 
October 1st Saturday, Champion of Champions (Details TBA) 

By Brian giboney, Special To Inside golf
 Welcome back to The Hickory Corner 
where we explore hickory golf (golf with pre- 
1935 equipment). Mark May  1, 2016 on your 
calendars - if you love golf and the history 
of golf, May 1 is set to be the first annual 
National Hickory Golf Day.
 Puyallup, Wash. resident Durel Billy was 
searching for a way to share what he calls 
“hickory love” with as many people as pos-
sible across the country and came up with 
the idea to hold a National Hickory Golf Day 
each year. People across the country will 
participate in this unique event in a variety 
of ways. As a day to demo hickory clubs for 
first timers, play in a hickory golf tournament, 
have hickory clubs appraised, trade hickory 
golf clubs, learn golf history, wear period attire 
and win an award for best dressed to name a 
few. Golf clubs and associations across the 

The Hickory Corner: National Hickory Day set for May 1
country are registering on a dedicated website 
so interested golfers and hickory era collec-
tors can get in on the fun.
 To learn more about the day, and where 
hickory golf enthusiasts in your area will be 
gathering to participate, visit www.national-
hickoryday.com. The website will allow groups 
of people register or individuals who are not 
near a planned event can still participate by 
registering. After National Hickory Day the 
website will recap the various activities that 
took place as well as publish photos sent in 
by particpants. For those of you in the Seattle 
area who want to celebrate National Hickory 
Golf Day  there will be a demo day at Meadow 
Park Golf Course in Tacoma as well as a golf 
tournament on the 18 holes course and casual 
play on the Williams 9 course. Rental clubs 
will be available.
 In addition to National Hickory Golf Day 

it is worth noting a few other dates around 
the hickory golf world this 2016AD. Hickory 
golf has grown to the point where a four 
major season is now being developed. A 
brief history lesson on the modern games’ 
major season - many think the current four 
majors were selected when the Masters was 
established in 1934, but it wasn’t until 1960 
when Arnold Palmer won both the Masters 
and U.S. Open to open the season that the 
current four majors were selected.
 This past year Scottish hickory golfer & 
historian Lionel Freedman declared the four  
hickory majors as being the World Hickory 
Match Play Championship, the Swedish 
Hickory Open, the United States Hickory 
Open, and the World Hickory Open.
 The World Hickory Match Play will be 
contested May 23-25th at the Philadelphia 
Cricket Club. The Swedish Hickory Open will 

be held in Borås, Sweden on August 6-7th at 
the Hans Jagenburg Golf Course. The United 
States Hickory Open will be contested at The 
Links of Lawsonia in Green Lake, Wisconsin 
on September 22-24th and the final leg of 
the grand slam – the World Hickory Open 
will be held at Carnousite, Scotland October 
10-14th, 2016.
 These are exciting times in the hickory golf 
world. Events are getting more organized, 
more people are finding out how fun it is to 
play wood shafted golf and the hickory major 
landscape has become more clear. Stay tuned 
to The Hickory Corner as it will keep you in-
formed of how the hickory majors go as well 
as National Hickory Golf Day. 

 Brian Giboney has been a freelance contribu-
tor to Parachutist magazine since 1999 and does 
freelance for Inside Golf as well.
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